
CUYAMA BASIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 
Committee Members 

                
 
 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
June 27, 2019 

Agenda for a meeting of the Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Standing Advisory Committee 
to be held on Thursday, June 27, 2019 at 4:00 PM, at the Cuyama Valley Family Resource Center, 4689 CA-
166, New Cuyama, CA 93254. To hear the session live, call (888) 222-0475, code: 6375195#. 
 
Teleconference Locations: 

Cuyama Valley Family 
Resource Center 
4689 CA-166 
New Cuyama, CA 93254 

7870 Fairchild Ave 
Winnetka, CA 91306 

 

The order in which agenda items are discussed may be changed to accommodate scheduling or other needs of 
the Committee, the public or meeting participants. Members of the public are encouraged to arrive at the 
commencement of the meeting to ensure that they are present for Committee discussion of all items in which 
they are interested. 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need disability-related modifications or 
accommodations, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in this meeting, please contact Taylor 
Blakslee at (661) 477-3385 by 4:00 p.m. on the Friday prior to this meeting. Agenda backup information and any 
public records provided to the Committee after the posting of the agenda for this meeting will be available for 
public review at 4689 CA-166, New Cuyama, CA 93254. The Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
reserves the right to limit each speaker to three (3) minutes per subject or topic. 
 
1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance  

4. Approval of Minutes  

5. Groundwater Sustainability Plan  

a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update  

i. Discussion on Updated GSP Draft and Response to Comments 

ii. 90-Day Public Comment Process  

iii. Notice of Intent to Adopt the GSP  

iv. Set Public Hearing Date  

Roberta Jaffe (Chair) 
Brenton Kelly (Vice Chair) 
 

Brad DeBranch 
Louise Draucker 
Jake Furstenfeld 

Joe Haslett 
Mike Post 
Hilda Leticia Valenzuela 
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v. Set SAC and Board Meetings through January 2020  

b. Stakeholder Engagement Update  

6. Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

a. Report on the Standing Advisory Committee Vacancy  

b. Report of the Executive Director  

c. Board of Directors Agenda Review  

d. Report of the General Counsel 

7. Items for Upcoming Sessions   

8. Committee Forum  

9. Public comment for items not on the Agenda 

At this time, the public may address the Committee on any item not appearing on the agenda that is within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the Committee. Persons wishing to address the Committee should fill out a 
comment card and submit it to the Executive Director prior to the meeting.  

10. Correspondence 

11. Adjourn  
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TO:  Standing Advisory Committee 
  Agenda Item No. 5a 
 
FROM:  Brian Van Lienden, Woodard & Curran 
 
DATE:  June 27, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update 
 
 
Issue 
Update on the Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 

Recommended Motion 
None – information only. 
 
Discussion 
Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (CBGSA) Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) 
consultant Woodard & Curran’s (W&C) GSP update is provided as Attachment 1.   
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June 27, 2019

Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update

Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency
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Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan – Planning Roadmap
Planning 
Roadmap

SGMA 
Background

Groundwater 
101

Conceptual 
Water Model

Cuyama Valley & 
Basin Conditions

Basin Model, Forecasts & Water 
Budget

Sustainability Goals
& Criteria

Projects & 
Management Actions

Implementation 
Plan

Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan

Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan
2018 2019

Sustainability 
Vision

Action Ideas 

Problem 
Statement

Groundwater Sustainability Plan  
Approvals

Workshops (English and Spanish) 

GSA Board Meeting

Standing Advisory Committee Meeting

TBD
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June GSP Accomplishments

Participate in discussions with Budget Ad-hoc committee
Reviewed and developed responses to comments on GSP Public 
Draft
Developed  and submitted GSP Final Draft, including all sections, for 
review
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TO:  Standing Advisory Committee 
  Agenda Item No. 5ai 
 
FROM:  Brian Van Lienden, Woodard & Curran  
 
DATE:  June 27, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Discussion on Updated GSP Draft and Response to Comments  
 
 
Issue 
Discussion on updated Groundwater Sustainability Plan draft and response to comments. 
 
Recommended Motion 
None – information only. 
 
Discussion 
Provided as Attachment 1 is an update on the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) draft and Woodard 
& Curran’s (W&C) response to comments matrix from the 30-day public comment period. Provided as 
Attachment 2 is a list of the GSP public draft commenters from the April 22nd through May 22nd 30-day 
public draft GSP comment period.  
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June 27, 2019

Discussion on Updated GSP Draft and 
Response to Comments

Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency
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GSP Sections

1. Introduction
1.1 Intro & Agency Information
1.2 Plan Area
1.3 Notice and Communication

2. Basin Settings
2.1 HCM
2.2 GW Conditions
2.3 Water Budget

Appendix: Numerical GW Model 
Documentation

3. Undesirable Results
3.1 Sustainability Goal
3.2 Undesirable results statements
3.2 ID Current Occurrence

4. Monitoring Networks
4.1 Existing Monitoring Used
4.2 GSP Monitoring Networks

5. Sustainability Thresholds
5.1 Threshold Regions
5.2 Minimum Thresholds, Measurable  

Objectives, Margin of Operational 
Flexibility, Interim Milestones

6. Data Management System
Appendix: DMS User Guide

7. Projects & Management Actions
8. Implementation Plan
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SAC Discussion

Comments Due

Revised Draft

SAC Approval

Key Decisions

Adopted Section

Today

Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec Feb Apr Jun
2018 2019

BOD Approval for 
Sustainability Thresholds

BOD Action on 
Management Areas

BOD Approval for 
Projects & Management Actions

Initiate BOD 
Adoption 
Process
AABOD Approval for 

Implementation Plan
Apr 3

Apr 20 Jul 11DOPA
Jun 22 Oct 3HCM

Jul 27 May 1Undesirable Results Narrative
Aug 24 Jan 9Groundwater Conditions

Sep 21 Feb 6Monitoring Networks
Nov 16 Feb 6Data Management

Apr 19 Jul 10Management Areas
Feb 15 May 1Sustainability Thresholds
Feb 15 May 1Water Budget

Apr 19 Jul 10Projects & Management Actions
Apr 19 Jul 10Implementation Plan
Apr 19 Jul 10GSP Public Draft and Final

Jul 3

Mar 6

Nov 7

Jan 9

Aug 3

May 18

Aug 24

Oct 5

Nov 9

Mar 15

Mar 15

May 19

May 19

May 17

Dec 14

Mar 25 Comments due Apr 1 and then will be included in the draft GSP.Chapter Placeholders Document
May 19
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Public Comments on Draft GSP

Public Comments Received as of May 22
May 1 Workshop (40 participants, 70 comments)
Written comments from 27 individuals and organizations, including:

Central Coast Regional Board
CA Department of Fish and Wildlife
San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara Counties
Cuyama Basin Water District/EKI
Twitchell Management Authority
Santa Maria Conservation District
The Nature Conservancy
Community Environmental Council
Cuyama Family Resource Center 
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Major Comments on which Board discussed and 
provided direction at June 5th Board meeting

Sustainability Goal
Reporting Threshold for Basin-wide Undesirable Results
Interim Milestones for Representative Wells
Adaptive Management Triggers
Model Uncertainty
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Other Common Public Comments reviewed at 
June 5th Board meeting
Not specific enough about steps to 
achieve sustainability
Should be more explicit about undesirable 
results that existed prior to 2015
Doesn’t achieve measurable objectives or 
improve conditions
Should include guidance on water use 
efficiency
Should include an economic evaluation
Valley can’t afford the plan

Sustainability Criteria should be revised 
Water quality
Subsidence
Interconnected surface water 

Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems are not 
documented or protected
Pumping restrictions/allocation should apply outside 
Central Area
Comments on potential impacts of stormwater 
capture and cloud seeding
Moratorium on new wells
Connection between glidepath and potential for 
undesirable results
Cost allocation should be based on groundwater use
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Comment Response/GSP Approach

Two common themes regarding level of detail in GSP:
The plan needs more detail
The plan has more detail than the data supports

Recommended approach:
The plan satisfies DWR requirements
The plan includes the processes needed to develop and 
implement monitoring and management actions over the first 
five years
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Comment Response/GSP Approach

Comments about economic impacts, implementation 
costs and cost allocation approach
Recommended approach:

We are completing an economic analysis
Estimated implementation costs included in the GSP
CBGSA board is reviewing costs and considering potential cost 
allocation approaches

25



Final Draft GSP

Final Draft reflects:
Updates in response to comments received on Public Draft
Board direction provided at June 5th meeting

Seeking SAC recommendation that the Board accept Final 
Draft GSP at their July 10 meeting

Are there any additional issues that should be discussed by the 
Board prior to adoption?
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WILL BE PROVIDED ONCE DRAFTED. 
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On April 22, 2019 the Cuyama Basin draft GSP was released for public comments. The 30-day public 
comment period ended May 22, 2019. Please find a link to the GSP public comments and a list of the 
commenters below. 

GSP Public Comments: https://hgcpm.sharefile.com/d-s108d27a9b62486ea 

1. Central Coast Water Board, James Bishop
2. Public Comments from Stakeholder Workshop on 5/1/19
3. Richard and Susie Snedden, Kern County Landowner
4. John Comstock, New Cuyama Resident
5. Cheryl Tomchin, Cuyama Stakeholder
6. The Nature Conservancy, Sandi Matsumoto
7. Cottonwood Canyon Residents/Landowners
8. Community Environmental Council, Sigrid Wright
9. Jane Wooster, CBGSA Director/Landowner
10. Joshua Bower, Farm Intern at Quail Springs
11. Grapevine Capital, Neil Currie, Cleath Harris
12. Twitchell Management Authority, Michelle Ruiz
13. Brenton Kelly, SAC Vice Chair/Quail Springs Permaculture Center
14. Cuyama Basin Water District, Matt Klinchuch
15. Dept of Fish and Wildlife, Julie Vance
16. Joe Haslett, SAC Member/Landowner
17. John Orcutt, Cuyama Stakeholder
18. Karen Lewis, Cuyama Landowner
19. Kern Ridge Growers, LLC., Bob Giragosian
20. Cuyama Valley Family Resource Center, Lynn Carlisle
21. Meg Brown, Cuyama Stakeholder
22. Robbie Jaffe, SAC Chair; Steve Gliessman, Condor's Hope
23. County of San Luis Obispo, Cathy Martin
24. Santa Barbara County Water Agency, Matt Young
25. Santa Maria Conservation District, Tom Gibbons
26. Sue Blackshear, Cuyama Stakeholder
27. Santa Barbara Pistachio Company, Dennis Gibb
28. Dept of Fish and Wildlife, Erinn Wilson
29. Matthias Müllner, Interested Party
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TO:  Standing Advisory Committee 
  Agenda Item No. 5aii 
 
FROM:  Brian Van Lienden, Woodard & Curran 
 
DATE:  June 27, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: 90-Day Public Comment Process 
 
 
Issue 
Overview of the 90-day public comment process. 
 
Recommended Motion 
None – information only. 
 
Discussion 
The Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s (CBGSA) Board will consider issuing a Notice of 
Intent to Adopt the final draft Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) at the July 10, 2019 Board meeting. 
The Notice Intent to Adopt will start a 90-day public comment period and comments will be accepted 
leading up to and at a public hearing concluding the 90-day comment period.  
 
Attachment 1 describes the 90-day public comment process and how to submit comments. 
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June 27, 2019

90-Day Public Comment Process

Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency
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County Consultation 
& Public Comments

Final Draft GSP Public Review & Adoption Process

Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

2019 2020

30-day 
Public 

Comment

60-day DWR 
Public Review

Workshop/Hearing

GSA Board Action

Notice of Intent
to Adopt

Public
Hearing

Draft GSP

Workshop

Final Draft GSP
& Responses

Submit GSP
to DWR

GSP Implementation
Adopt
GSP

Public
Review

DWR Review of GSP (up to 2 years)

2021

90 days
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Next Steps

July 10, 2019: Board accepts Final Draft GSP and issues Notice of Intent to Adopt

July 10, 2019: 90-day public comment period starts

Oct 9, 2019: 90-day public comment period ends

Oct 9, 2019: Public Hearing to receive comments on Final GSP

Dec 4, 2019: Board adopts Final GSP

Jan 31, 2020: CBGSA submits Final GSP to DWR

32



Public Comments on Final Draft GSP

Public Comments on Final Draft GSP will be accepted 
throughout the 90-day comment period

In writing to: CBGSA, 4900 California Ave, Tower B, 2nd Floor, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309

Via email to: tblakslee@hgcpm.com 

In writing and orally at Public Hearing on Oct 9, 2019 (pending Board 
approval)
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Outreach for 90-Day Comment Period and Public 
Hearing on Final Draft GSP

Post card mailing to New Cuyama PO Box holders and Parcel owners

Announce 90-day public comment period and public hearing date

Email to CBGSA contact list and post to website

Flyer for distribution throughout the Cuyama Basin

Biweekly emails to CBGSA Board, SAC, and stakeholders with updated commenter list and link to 
comments

Discuss comments received to-date at the Aug 29 SAC and Sep 4, 2019 Board meeting if needed.
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TO:  Standing Advisory Committee 
  Agenda Item No. 5aiii 
 
FROM:  Brian Van Lienden, Woodard & Curran 
 
DATE:  June 27, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Notice of Intent to Adopt the GSP 
 
 
Issue 
Review of the Notice of Intent to Adopt a Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 
 
Recommended Motion 
Recommend approving the Notice of Intent to Adopt a GSP. 
 
Discussion 
Provided as Attachment 1, for review, is the draft Notice of Intent to Adopt a Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan (GSP). 
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ATTACHMENT 1 WILL BE PROVIDED ONCE DRAFTED. 
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TO:  Standing Advisory Committee 
  Agenda Item No. 5aiv 
 
FROM:  Joe Hughes, Legal Counsel 
 
DATE:  June 27, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Set Public Hearing Date 
 
 
Issue 
Set the public hearing date. 

Recommended Motion 
Recommend setting a public hearing date concluding the 90-day public comment period. 
 
Discussion 
Following the 90-day public comment period for the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP), there will be 
a public hearing to conclude the public comment period. Consultants are recommending the October 2, 
2019 Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (CBGSA) regular Board meeting be pushed back 
a week to Wednesday, October 9, 2019 (to accommodate a full 90 days starting July 10, 2019) and a 
public hearing be held that same day. 
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TO:  Standing Advisory Committee 
  Agenda Item No. 5av 
 
FROM:  Jim Beck, Executive Director  
 
DATE:  June 27, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Set SAC and Board Meetings through January 2020 
 
 
Issue 
Set the Standing Advisory Committee and Board meetings through January 2020. 
 
Recommended Motion 
Recommend setting the remaining Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board of Directors and Standing 
Advisory Committee meetings through January 2020 according to the schedule provided in Agenda Item 
No. 5av to the Standing Advisory Committee meeting on June 27, 2019. 
 
Discussion 
The proposed Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (CBGSA) Board and Standing Advisory 
Committee (SAC) meeting calendar through January 2020 is provided as Attachment 1 for consideration 
of approval. 
 
 

38



BOD SAC Cancelled Date Holiday

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
29 30 27 28 29 30 31

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31

Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Draft 2019 Meeting Calendar

November December

August 

September October 
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TO:  Standing Advisory Committee 
  Agenda Item No. 6c 

FROM:  Jim Beck, Executive Director 
 
DATE:  June 27, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Board of Directors Agenda Review 
 
 
Issue 
Review of the July 10, 2019 Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board of Directors 
meeting agenda 
 
Recommended Motion 
None – information only. 
 
Discussion 
The July 10, 2019 Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board of Directors meeting agenda 
is provided as Attachment 1 for review. 
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WILL BE PROVIDED ONCE . 
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Agenda Item No. 10 - Correspondence  
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"Have a former bankruptcy judge for your personal bankruptcy attorney" 
 

"Have a former bankruptcy judge for your personal bankruptcy attorney" 
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"Have a former bankruptcy judge for your personal bankruptcy attorney" 
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